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Caste System
Velutha’s father is one of the older people that show the connection between the old and the new generation. Born from a lower caste, he experienced lots of discrimination, and his tales are used to explain how the conditions were. His glass reinforces the lower caste tribulations' story because he had lost his eye while working for Mammachi. He is then gifted the eye and his adoration for his masters increases. Unlike his son, who fights to beat the caste discrimination system, Velutha’s father is content with his situation. The glass eye is not his own; therefore, he sees the world through the view of his master. The eye signifies the lower caste people who are happy with their situations and resent change.
The caste system has been effectively described by Roy in the novel because different characters keep referring to it. The author also uses the relationship between the characters to show the caste system's role and how members from each class treated members from the other class. For example, Ammu falls involve with Velutha, and they have genuine affection towards each other. However, Mammachi does not approve of this relationship because Velutha is from a lower class, and it demeans the reputation of the family. Even after Ammu’s death, she is not buried in a Christian way because of her association with a lower caste member. She is cremated, an act that is considered a sin. Through this act, she is supposedly locked out of heaven.
On the other hand, Chacko treats women from the lower caste as prostitutes, and he has multiple relationships with them. Surprisingly his mother approves such an affair, and she enables it by creating a back door for Chacko’s lovers, and she even pays them. These two examples are the highest forms of caste discrimination in the novel.  
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